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Introduction 

Are criminals shaped or are they born? What type of 
community and/or environment produces potential future 
criminal behaviors? Do criminals really think differently in 
comparison to law-abiding normal citizens? According to 
these many different researches conducted by 
psychologists, criminals are also shaped and could be born. 
This research was conducted to see if there was a 
correlational between the mind and the biological brain 
between non-criminals and criminals.  
 

Hypothesis 
 If there is a difference in the biological part of the mind of 
criminals, then the psychological mind would be different 
as well.  
 

   Method   
Participants 
There were questions pertaining to the demographics and 
the ethnicity of our participants in order for the survey to 
remain discrete to the purpose of our study. There were 150 
participants that chose to partake in this research. The male 
population was 50% (75). The female population was 50% 
(75). The ages ranged from between 18-25.  
 
Measures 
Our working, reliable, and valid questionnaire was 
designed through the use of the internet. We were able to 
formulate a good questionnaire through Google Forms. The 
online survey was sent out through many different 
gateways such as email, social network, word of mouth, 
and through text messages. 
  
Procedures 
After an online survey, two groups were separated: 
criminals and non-criminals. The separation of these two 
groups were based on if they committed a felony or not. 
 
 

 
Results 

Table 1. 
       Psy           Mind

  

Note. Participant evaluation were administered in 
two modalities in Group 1 and 2   
Figure 1.  
No significant correlation between non-criminals 
and criminals. The blue line represents group 1: 
non-criminals while the black line represents group 
2: criminals.  

  
 

 
Discussion  

The purpose of our study was to see if there is a correlation 
between the biological brain and the psychological mind of 
criminals and non-criminals. We focused our research on 
both male and female, ages ranging from 18-25. Following 
other research and theories that criminals are born and not 
made, we wanted to find if those who were deemed as 
criminals because of a felony had a different psychological 
and mental mind than those who did not have a felony. 
Through our research we determined that most criminals 
and non-criminals resembled almost the same kind of 
mindset mentally and psychologically as well. There are 
many ways that this study could have been improved in 
order to gain more accurate information. External validity 
would help improve the results and the quality of research. 
Instead of focusing on just the community around you, 
reaching out to a prison or a club where there were former 
inmates would help solidify your research as false data 
could occur. The last recommendation for this research 
study would be to have stronger questions in order to 
determine the level of the psychological and mental mind 
of the participants who are taking the questionnaire. Having 
stronger questions can look like having experts weigh in 
and design the questions that you ask in order to provide 
more depth and more insight on the minds of participants. 
While there were limits in our research, we believe that 
these two recommendations could help solidify and bring a 
more polished and believable result.   
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 M SD M SD 

Crim
inals  

60.41 15.42 33.65 17.12 

Non-
crimi
nals  

55.64 13.65 37.43 19.42 


